Hi!

Welcome to the UMGC Effective Writing Center! My name is Alicia Rasley, and I am happy to work with you today on your assignment.  What a good topic choice!
Before we begin, let’s review a few important guidelines and resources: 

1. You are welcome to come to the Effective Writing Center for help at any stage in the writing process, whether you are just getting started an assignment or want feedback on a rough draft.
1. Resources to help you revise your writing assignment linked in the Summary Feedback Form, which you will receive along with your paper. 
1. Before reading this advice, please review the writing that you submitted. 

At the EWC, we are attentive readers who help you improve as a writer by explaining and modeling effective writing skills. For a more detailed discussion of our services, please click this link and visit the Effective Writing Center web site.

Although we will cover revisions and rules, your professor’s instructions always take precedence over any advice you receive from the EWC.  If you have any questions, refer to your assignment guidelines first and don’t hesitate to ask your professor to clarify any unanswered questions.
Thank you for submitting the assignment requirements.  Our goal is to ensure that your paper meets your professor’s assignment requirements as closely as possible, so this information is a big help! 



Below is a table with an overview of your assignment, what you have completed, and what you need to fulfill the requirements. 


	Assignment Requires 
	You Have
	You Need

	What is the topic of your paper? 
Executive summary 
	Deepwater Horizon disaster
	I’ll suggest adding some factual details.

	APA Format
	Do you need citations and references?
	Add an APA Cover page. 



Below you will find your paper, and I have included some comments. These comments and the Summary Feedback Form are your guide for revision. Good luck with your writing, and we hope you’ll work with us again soon!
Alicia


APA Cover Page:
Don’t forget to include a title or cover page for the paper. That's a good addition for any APA paper over a page. APA format now just has a page number in the heading at the left corner at the top of the title page.  
Notice also that the title and author are at the top of the list in the center, with the Major Words with Initial Caps, and the university after, as below.

Here’s what the title page would look like:

[image: ]
That's it! But check with the professor as some want a different format. This is just the conventional format.


Setting Up a Paper in APA style 




Executive Summary	Comment by Alicia Rasley: Minor point—Major headings should be centered and bold.
           The paper meticulously elaborates on the tragedy that befell the British Petroleum in (GIVE THE DATE OR MONTH AT LEAST?) 2011. It was an incident that led to the explosion of the Deepwater Horizon (OILRIG? PLATFORM? ). Eleven crew members were killed during the accident, and (HOW MANY GALLONS?) oil spilled on the water, grossly affecting marine life. The cause of the oil spill at Deepwater Horizon was found to have been a failure of the cement placed at a well that was 18,000-foot-deep. The well was supposed to have oil and gas; however, due to human and mechanical errors, natural gas under high pressure shot onto the drilling platform, resulting in an explosion killing eleven crew members while others got injuries.	Comment by Alicia Rasley: Try adding factual details if you can do that with just a few words. That adds to the “authority” of your summary.
           BP shifted the blame to the US owner Transocean by stating that the rig's equipment and those operating it belonged to Transocean. The management of BP tried several other occasions to avoid taking responsibility for the accident, which negatively impacted its brand and reputation. The company’s top management  also handled communication poorly. It worked hard to secure BP's reputation but did not focus on handling the crew members' rescue mission. Thus, the company was insensitive to the ordeal's victims and did not embrace transparency regarding the situation.
           To combat the occurrence of such disasters in the future, BP should recommend the adoption of various defenses. One of the ways is through prevention and preparedness. The company can enact the Oil Pollutions Act (OPA), the spill prevention, control, and countermeasure (SPCC) regulation to prevent and respond to oil spills. Also, BP can adopt a spill clean-up plan to help in dispersing chemicals once spilled on water. Finally, the company should practice drills for evacuation and containment to better prepare the staff's reaction on what to do during periods when catastrophic disasters occur.	Comment by Alicia Rasley: Try putting the “reason” or purpose first in the sentence, then the recommendation.
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